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Legal outputs





Outputs
• License agreements summary table and 

user guide

• License agreements

1. Private

2. Shared

3. Public

• Ministry policy on data sharing

• Data sharing MoU – Ministry to Ministry

• Data sharing MoU – SPREP to Country

• FOI legislation discussion paper



License agreements

• Formal  basis for determining access to data on the portal

• Written in clear language with reduced ‘legalese’

• Clear understanding for users on what they can do with data

• License linked to existing levels of access control in the data 
portal



License agreements

Public

Shared

Private



Use and access

License type
Private Shared Public (Creative Commons)

When is this Agreement 

used?

For access to high level,

sensitive data not in the public 

domain (e.g. commercially 

sensitive).

For access and use of data not in 

the public domain.

For data which is publicly 

accessible.

How is the data accessed? Only for authorized staff in the 

data portal group. 

Online within and between groups 

on the data portal.

Online through the data 

portal.

Can the data be disclosed to 

third parties?

No, disclosure to anyone may be 

in breach of policies and 

regulations in the jurisdiction of 

the disclosing party and in the 

jurisdiction of any third party to 

whom the data is disclosed.

No, disclosure outside of the 

agency may be in breach of 

policies and regulations in the 

jurisdiction of the disclosing party 

and in the jurisdiction of any third 

party to whom the data is 

disclosed.

Yes, as the data is already 

public.

Can the data be modified? No, it is only for access. Yes, in the exercise of the 

functions and responsibilities of 

the office.

Yes, if acknowledged and 

not used for commercial 

gain.

Do I need to give credit or 

attribution?

Not applicable, access only. Yes, for internal use in the 

exercise of the functions and 

responsibilities of the office.

Yes, attribution or 

acknowledgement needs 

to be given.

License agreements – summary table



License agreements – user guide



License agreements  



Ministry policy on data sharing

• Ready-made policy to be adopted or adapted by PICs

• Encourage data sharing between government agencies and 
with the public

• Ensure that sensitive information is protected

• Covers uploading data and dealing with requests 



Ministry policy on data sharing



Data sharing MoU– Ministry to ministry

• Formal agreement to facilitate inter-agency sharing

• Read-made MoU to be adopted or adapted by PICs



Data sharing MoU– Ministry to ministry



Data sharing MoU– Ministry to SPREP

• Formalise agreement to facilitate data sharing with SPREP

• Read-made MoU to be adopted by PICs



Data sharing MoU– Ministry to SPREP



Freedom of Information legislation –
discussion paper

• Promote discussion and debate on FOI acts

• Provide examples within the PICs

• A practical roadmap for introduction



Freedom of Information legislation – part 1 review 

• Traces developments in FOI across the Pacific 

• Basis of FOI in international law – International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

• FOI in constitution, law and policy



Freedom of Information legislation – part 1 review 

Open Government Act 2014 (Palau)

“…that the actions of the government be conducted openly….and that all 
public government documents be open for public inspection.”



Freedom of Information legislation – part 1 review 

Official Information Act (Cook Islands)

“An Act to make official information more freely available”



Freedom of Information legislation – part 1 review 

Right to Information Act (Vanuatu)

“An Act to provide for the guarantee of right to information of all persons and to 
establish practical effective mechanisms supportive of the right…”



Freedom of Information legislation – part 2 principles

1. Maximum disclosure – presumption that government information is 
subject to disclosure

2. Openness – promote and inform community on right to 
information; assumption that public body meetings are open to the 
community

3. Limited exemptions – exemptions are clearly and narrowly drawn

4. Access – info requests are processed quickly and at reasonable cost

5. Fairness and equity – community right see reasons behind data 
being withheld and have right to appeal; whistle-blowers protected



Freedom of Information legislation – part 3 key elements

1. objects or purposes

2. definitions

3. information to be published

4. meetings to be open and public

5. obtaining the information

6. exemptions (conclusive)

7. exemptions (conditional)

8. duty to assist

9. need to give reasons

10. time limits to avoid delays

11. reasonable costs

12. right of review

13. review of workings of legislation
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Questions?


